
HOOVER WAS CERTAIN 
0SWALDWASK1LLER 

F.B.I. Files Don't Dispute Finding 
That Assassin Acted Alone 

ByTh* AmdcUimI Prt** 

WASHINGTON. Dec. 7— Two weeks 
after John F. Kennedy's death, J. Edgar 
Hoover was convinced Lhat Lee Harvey 
Oswuld had killed the President, hut ho 
wondered whether Oswuld had hud help 
from secret conspirators in Cuba, ac- 
cording to bureau files released today. 

The documents show that Mr. Hoover 
had concluded within hours of Kennedy's 

Excerpts from Hoover memo, page B20. 

death that Oswald had fired the fatal 
bulleu. But the agency luter obtained 
letters written to Oswald from Cuba, and 
those messages raised the questions about 
conspiracy that linger to this day. 

The material examined so far provides 
no information contradicting the Warren 
Commission's finding that Oswald acted 
alone in the assassinution of President 
Kennedy nor any immediate or astound- 
ing insight into the mysteries still at- 
tached to the assassination. 

because of the letters and the difficulty 
in checking their validity, Mr. Hoover, 

I Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. said. “1 urged strongly that we 
not reach the conclusion Oswald was the 
only man." 

One of the Cuban letters illustrates the 
problem. It was written in Spanish and 
mailed from Havana to Oswald in Dal- 
las. It was dated 12 days before the as- 
sassination but was postmarked six days 
after the assassination or Nov. 22, 1963. 
The fact that It wus postmarked long 
after news of the assassination had 
spread worldwide suggests that it might 
have been the work of a headline-seeker. 
F.B.I. officials apparently found it impos- 
sible to judge what to make of the 
message. 

The 40.001 pages or F.B.I. files released 
today, weighing nearly half a ton, re- 
count the tragedy and drama rippLing 
from the gunfire in Dallas in 1963 The 

Continued on Page B20, Column 1 



5 in F.B.I. Inquiry 
Quit Investigation 
In Dispute With Bell 

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK 

Special to riw Hew Yutk TUuaa 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7— The five law- 
yers conducting an investigation of al- 
leged burglaries, illegal wiretapping and 
mail opening by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation have asked to be removed 
from the case because of a "disagree- 
ment" with the Attorney General over 
whether new indictments should be 
sought at this time, the Department of 
Justice said today. 

In a brief statement issued after a 
luncheon with reporters, Attorney Gener- 
al Griffin B. Bell said that the five-man 
group from the civil rights division, 
which has b$en investigating alleged 
wrongdoing by agents from the bureau 
for some 18 months, had asked to be 
"relieved of the responsibility" for con- 
tinuing the inquiry over a "disagreement” 
in prosecution strategy with the Attorney 
General. 

Under nuestioning by reporters, Mr. 
Bell said the lawyers disagreed with his 
plan to bring the case of a former super- 
visor in the bureau's New York field of- 
fice to trial before seeking new indict- 
ments. 

This is the first time in the -memory 
of the Washington legal community that 
a Federal prosecution team had resigned 
from a case as a unit. Sources familiar 
with the case said that the lawyers felt 



Continued on Page B19, Column S 
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Continual From Pag* A I 

bureau released the documents, half of 
its total file on the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, u> comply w>ih requests under the 
I'reixloni of Information Act. The *10,000 
•*thw pace*. are schoduled to be released 
m January. 

The material may be of greatest value 
for what it shows ahoul the inside opera- 
»ions of the F.B.I. as it handled one of is 
<u»st imporluni missions. It is a picture 
liat has emerged only in vague outline 
mlil now. 

The memorandums Include confiden- 
nal reports passed among the highesl 
•Ificials of the Government. And they 
iu lude ie+ters from ordinary citizens ex- 
•ressing outrage and sorrow and, in some 
.ises, intense hatred .of. .Kennedy 
amdy. Some documents were censored 
o delete material classified as secreL 
*r otherwise exempt from disclosure. 
Attorney General Informed 
Two hours after Kennedy was pro- 
.ounced dead in a Dallas hospital at 2 
VM. Eastern standard time on Nov 22, 
tr. Hoover wrote that he had told’ the 
•resident's brother, Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy, that Oswald was the 
^sassin and that he had been appren- 
ended near the Texas School Book 
•epository where the shots had been 
ired. 

But on Dec. 12, Mr. Hoover confided 

0 his chief aides that he was troubled 
v the conspiracy questions and was un- 
are how to resolve them. Reiporting on 

1 conversation with a caller, he wrote: 
"I said I personally believe Oswald was 

he assassin; that the second aspect as 

0 whether he was the only. man gives 
ne great concern; that we have Several 
•tiers written to him from Cubajrefer- 
ng to the job he was going to dor, his 

• >od marksmanship and stating when it 
as all over, he would be brought back 

>> Cuba and presented to the chief. 

“We do not know if the chief was Cas- 
ro and cunnot make an investigation he- 
mse we have no intelligence operation 

1 Cuba.*' 

The reference was to Fidel Castro, the 
uban leader. 

The F..B1. is restricted to domestic 
perati-ons, and the Central Intelligence 
gency gathers intelligence abroad. It 
as not clear whether Mr. Hoover meant 

* imply that the C.I.A. as well as the 
B.I. had no operationsin Cuba. During 
»is period, the F..BI. maintained liaison 
/ith the C.I.A. , although, Mr. Hoover later 
evered the relationship. 

A Discussion With Rankin 
The memo was Mr. Hoover’s report of 
is discussion that day with Lee Rankin, 
he Warren Commission’s general coun- 
el, who had called to make arrange- 
icnts for dealing with the bureau during 
ie commission’s investigation. The War- 
n Commission later concluded that Os- 
,ikl was the assassin and that he had 
ted alone. 

As the agents translated it, the letter 
•ferred to Oswald as “Friend Lee’’ and 
rid, “Afcter the affair, I am going to 

♦«> ilia T . . 
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Reporter;* examining file on Lee Harvey Oswald in reading room yesterday at the F.B.I. Building 



Few Show Up to Read Files on the Assass. 



I 

By MARJORIE HUNTER 

Special toTtia New York TUnci 



said that It was a “traumatic experi- 
ence for me.” 



WASHINGTON, Dec. 7— Bob Katz 
was a 1 6-year-old high school student 
silting in an algebra class in Chicago 
when he heard over a public address 
system that President Kennedy had 
been assassinated. 

Today he was the first of 50 people, 
most or them reporters, to he handed 
previously classified files of the Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation on the assas- 
sination. 

The 30-year-old Mr Katz got first 
call on the material because he was 
sitting in Seat No. I in a small, lighLly 
secured room in the F.B.I, Building, a 
room ordinarily used by experts to 
brief bureau agents on the latest prime 
techniques. 

He and three colleagues, ranging in 
age from 25 to 42, asked to see the 
files as representatives of the Assassi- 
nation Information Bureau Inc., a pri- 
vate, nonprofit organization set up in 
1974 in Cambridge, Mass., as a clear- 
inghouse for information on the Kenne- 
dy assassination. 

Members of its Advisory Board are 
Norman Mailer, David Dellinger, Allen 
Ginsberg, Tom Hayden, Murray Kemp- 
ton. Jack Newfield, Philio Nobile, K. 
Barton Osborn, Marcus Raskin and 
Peter .Dale Scott. None of them were 
present for the opening of the files. 



“It happened to a President I waj 
personally fond of,” he added 

Until that day, Nov. 22, 1963, the 
public address system in the high 
school he was attending was used only 
"to announce football games,” Mr. 
Katz said. 

Ground Rules Explained 

Standing beside the blackboard 
today, Special Agent John H. Hawkes 
explained ihe ground rules for using 
the files. Also on hand to answer ques- 
tions was William Shackelford, a re- 
search analyst who had spent 18 
months coordinating the files. 

But, even with the blackboard nota- 
tions and the presence of agency per- 
sonnel familiar with the files, it was 
necessary for Lhose interested in glean- 
ing specific information to read 
througji the tremendous mass of mate- 
rial filling nine tall file drawers. 

An adjoining room, similarly 
equipped with tables, chairs and black- 



An Academic Atmosphere 



It was in a classroom atmosphere 
not too unlike that of the 1963 algebra 
class in Chicago that Mr. Katz and 
his colleagues and the dozens of re- 
porters for major newspapers, maga- 
zines, radio and television began delv- 
ine into the F.B.L files tDdav. 




adlng room yeswrday at the F.B.I. Building in Washington 



Files on the Assassination 

board, had been set aside to accommo- 
date scholars, historians, researchers, 
assassination buffs and others. How- 
ever, by late today, the turnout of 
those wanting to read the files was 
not large enough to recjuire the use 
of the second room. 

The files can he read without charge 
in the two reading rooms, but anyone 
wanting a copy of the material must 
pay 10 cents a page. Some news organ- 
izations bought copies of the entire 
file of 40,001 pages for a total cost 
of $4,000.10. This enabled them to re- 
move the material to their own offices. 

Those buying the entire files were 
the NBC News. The Associated Press, 
United Press International and The 
Washington Post. 

Sharing the cost of purchasing one 
entire set were Newsday. The Washing- 
ton Star, The Wall Street Journal. The 
Baltimore Sun, The Dallas Times-Her- 
ald, the Knight-Ritter newspapers, the 
Scripps-Howard News Service , and Time 
magazine. 



id. “After the affair, I am going to 
ilttimcivri much in the chief I told 
m you could pul out n candle at 50 
ters . Leave nothing that XOuJUL lead 
your trail’ and when you receive my 
ters. destroy them as always. After 
.» affair, 1 will send you the jponcy 
d we will see each other in Miamj aV 
•vays." I 

It was signed Pedro Charles/ 

Mr. Hoover todd the State Department 
<t the C.I.A. that he considered the let- 
an apparent hoax.; 

>ame of iheTrBrh' memos suggest that 
cholas deB. Katzenbach, then Lhe 
puty Attorney General, wa.s pulling 
‘••.Mire up Iht* buinin for a p romp I pub 
amiouncement that Oswald, acLing 
•ne. was the assassin, 
ritroo days nficr tint assassination, lie 
rote the bureau to express conr ti n 
.out tht'jyuwjng rumors of conspiracy 
.1 said fhatui was iinporiimt to satisfy 
•• public that Oswald was the assassin 
ut, that no conspirators were still at 
.ge] 

Referring to the pressure from Mr. Kat- 
nbacb, Mr. Hoover's aide Courtney 
nns wrote that there’s “no doubt” Os* 
.Id had fired the gun. 

'The problem is to show motive.” he 
•otinued. “A matter of this magnitude 
nnot be fully investigated in a week’s 
ne.” 



zines, radio and television began delv- 
ing into the F.B.l files today. 

They sat in armless chairs attached 
Lu rows of utU «4 facing a blackboard 
on which those in charge of the project 
had dotted down ttye names of John 
F. Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald and 
Jack Ruby, who killed Oswald By their 
names were certain numbers, indie ii- 
ing which files dealt with what subject. 

Mr. Katz's organization has been 
highly critical of the Warren Commis- 
sion’s finding that Oswald acted alone 
in killing Kennedy. 

“We don't think Oswald wa.s acting 
on his own," Mr Katz, said today. “But 
whether we'll find anvlhing useful on 
Ihat subject in these files, well, 1 doubt 
it.” 

Recalling t ha dnv fhal he heard nf 
ihe Kennedy assassination, Mr. Katz. 



Mr. Hoover giving direct inns on aspects 
• »f the investigation and instructions on 
how his .stinerior.s in the Justice Depart- 
ment should be handled. 

His memos anil notations re, fleeted hrs 
concern for finding Kennedy's killer, hut 
they also showed that he bud other inter- 
ests in mind as well, chiefly protecting 
the image of the bureau. 

The First Memo 

The new files show ihat some ckizens 



Basic Facts In Hand 

In a scribbled notation, Mr. Hoover 
ked: “Just how long do you estimate 
will take? It seems to me we have 
n basic facts now.” \ 

At this point, he was apparently not 
riously concerned about the conspiracy/ 
icstions. J 

The F.B.l. will release 40,000 more 
.ges next month. In the two batches, 
ticials say. will be all ihe paperwork 
nerated an the bureau as it investigated 
t* case. 

Mo files are being withheld, officials 
V, although many words and para- 
.tphs have been deleted because they 
•* classified as secret or are otherwise 
empt from disclosure. 

The documents include hundreds and 
rndreds of memos from field agents de- 
i-ibing their pursuit of dues. 

The first 597- pages^ obtained by The 
sociated PressP last weekjshowed that 
ents were swamped with tips and were 
itructed to check out every one. When 
.vvald was identified as the suspect and 
. picture was flashed around the world, 
ople from one end of the country to 
o other called their local F.B.l. office 
report seeing Oswald in their neighbor-^ 
.id in the preceding weeks. 

The files include numerous memos from 



wrote to suggest that inadequate F.B.l. 
security measures were responsible for 
Kennedy’s assassination and Oswald's 
murder. Mr. Hoover quickly replied that 
the Secret Service, not his agency, wa.s 
responsible for Presidential protection 
and tha*t Oswald was in -the custody of 
the Dallas police when he was shot. 

On the day of the assassination, Mr. 
Hoover wrote bis first memo for his files 
at 1:43 P.M. Eastern standard time, only 
moments after the news, of the shooting 
had been flashed around the world. He 
said that he had broken the news, to the 
President’s brother, Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy, and that the Attorney 
General “asked that we do whatever we 
could.” 

The President was pronounced dead at 
2 P.M. . but Mr. Hoover failed to get 
t he word immediately. The director must 
have suffered pn embarrassing blow to 
his ego when he called the Attorney 
General at 2:10 P.M “to advise him 'that 
the President was in very, very critical 
condition.” 

“The Attorney General then told me 
the President had died,” Mr. Hoover 
wrote. 

Bui two hours later, he was able to 
report to Robert Kennedy that Oswald 
hud been apprehended. 



Excerpts From Memo by Hoover 



WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 [AP>— Fo/lmv- 
ug are exccrpls from a Dec. 12, 
V63 memorandum from J. Elinor 
loover, Director of the Federal Bureau 
>f Investigation, to his aides describing 
i telephone conversation that Mr, 
tloover had had with J. Lee Rankin, 
ihe counsel for the Warren Commis- 
sion.* . 

I said, I personally believe Oswald 
was the assassin; that the second as- 
pect as to whether he was the only 
nan gives me great concern; that we 
nave several letters, not in the report 
•\orause were not able to prove it, wnt- 
cYi to him from Cuba referring to the 
job he was going to do, his good 
markiMnanship, and staling when it 
was all over be would be brought back 



Castro and cannot make an investiga- 
tion because we have no intelligence 
operation in Cuba; that 1 did not put 
this in’ the report because we did not 
have proof of it and didn't want to 
put speculation in Lite report; that this 
was the reason ! urged slrnngly that 
we not reach conclusion Oswald was 
the only man. 

As to Rubenstein [Jack Ruhyj, t said 
I did not want a statement about 
Rubenslein and Oswald; Lhat we have 
no proof they were ever together. I 
slated Rubenslein is a shady character 
from the hoodlum element of Chicago, 
has a poor background, runs a night- 
club in Dallas and is what would be 
called a police buff; that the police 
officers in that precinct have been able 
to get food and liquor from him at 
any lime Lhey drop in: that while I 
think there was no connection between 
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University graduate who had just started | 



| . s mu* ui nnuv Ilian l.utu 
. . . , j/nore than $1 billion, the 

.«n***i as it commercial aifo! the ftrivernmer 

he received Ilia shot on Nov. 10, 1976, 1 



recline in style, designer < 

The good looks of a contemporary classic, now enf 
you get from a recliner. A frame of natural be 
And rich leather-like brown vinyl upholstery that’s 
And If you order yours now.'we can assure you o 
When you consider the savings, it's like giving y< 
sale 399.00. Recliners. 5th Roor, New York and all b 



blGominc 

for the perfect Christmas ^ 



thf fMlbliV Ituu OMiild whs fin* 

and. that no conspirators won; .still hi 

large! 

Rrferiiiig to I ho pressure from Mr. Kat 
zenbuch, Mr Hoover's aide Courtney 
Kvans wrote Ihui there's “no duubt" Os- 
wald had fired the gun. 

“The problem is to show niotive. M he 
continued. "A matter of this magnitude 
cannot be fully investigated in a week's 
time." 

Basic Facts In Hand 

In a scribbled notation, Mr. Hoover 
asked "Just how long do you estimate 
it will take? It seems to me we have 
the hnsir facts now." 

At (Ins point, he wus apparently not 
seriously concerned about the conspiracy! 
questions. / 

The F.B.I. will release 40.000 more 
pnqgs next month. In the two batches. 
(rfTKUtfs* say. will be all the puporwork 
generated <n the bureau as it investigated 
the case. 

No files are being withheld, officials 
say, although many words and para- 
graphs have been deleted because they 
are classified as secret or are otherwise 
’ exempt from disclosure. 

The documents include hundreds a-nd 
hundreds of memos from field agents de- 
scribing their pursuit of dues. 

first Sf)?’page^(M>btajm>d by The 
Associated PressP last weekjshowetl lha4 
• agents were swamped with rips and were 
instructed to check out every one. When 
Oswald wus identified as the suspect and 
his picture was flashed around Lhe world, 
people from one end of the country to 
the other called their local F.B.I. office 
to report seeing Oswald in their neighbor-, 
hood in the preceding weeks. 7 

The files include numerous memos from 



Mi Hoover giving dihvlum^ no ,usj*vi 
• »f lhe invest tg.tl.iiui .mil uislriu'liun*, mi 
hnw III*. Minci mi •, m Hu* JUMU'C DirjWl'1 

men! should be bundled. 

His memos and ool a I inns njflrrled his 
concern for finding Kennedy's killer, but 
they also showed that he had otlw?r inter- 
ests in mind as well, chiefly protecting 
the image of the bureau. 

The First Memo 

The new Piles show ihat some citizens 
wrote to suggest that inadequate F.B.I. 
security measures were responsible for 
Kennedy’s assassination and Oswald’s 
murder. Mr. Hoover quickly replied ihat 
the Secret Service, not his agency, was 
responsible for Presidential protection 
and tha* Oswald was in ‘the custody of 
the Dallas police when he was shot. 

On the day of the Hftsass I nation, Mr. 
Hoover wrote his first memo for hi* files 
at 1:43 P.M. Eastern standard liinr, only 
moments after the news, of the shooting 
hud been flashed around tibe world, .lie 
said that lie had broken lhe news, to the 
President’s brother. Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy, and that lhe Attorney 
General "asked that we do whatever we 
could." 

The President was pronounced dead at 
P.M. , but Mr. Hoover failed to get 
the word immediately. Th* direclor must 
have suffered an embarrassing blow In 
bis ego when he called the Attorney 
General at 2:10 P.M "to advise him tha-t 
the President was in very, very critical 
condition." 

“The Attorney Genera! then told me 
the President had died," Mr. Hoover 
wrote. 

Bur two hours later, he was able to 
report to Robert Kennedy that Oswald 
had been apprehended. 



Excerpts From Memo by Hoover 



WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 \AP)—Futla\v- 
btg are excerpts from a Dec. 12, 
J.963 memorandum from J. Edgur 
Hoover, Director of the Federul Bureau 
of Investigation, to his aides describing 
a telephone conversation that Mr. 
Hoover had had with J. Lee Rankin, 
the counsel for the Warren Commis- 
sion: 

I said. I personally believe Oswald 
was the assassin; that the second as- 
pect as- to whether he was lhe only 
man gives me great concern; that we 
have several letters, not in lhe report 
because were not able to prove it, writ- 1 
ten to him from Cuba referring to the 
job he was going to do. his good 
marksmanship, and staling when It 
was all over he would be brought hack 
to Cuba and be presented to the chief; 
but we do not know if ohe chief was 



Castro and cannot make an investiga- 
tion because we have no intelligence 
operation in Cuba; that I did not put 
this in the reporL because we did not 
have proof of it and didn’t want to 
put speculation in the report; that this 
was the reason I urged strongly that 
we not reach conclusion Oswald was 
the only man. 

As to Rubensiein [Jack Rubyj, 1 said 
T did not want a statement about 
Rubenstein and Oswald; that we have 
no proof they were ever together. I 
stated Rubenstein is a shady character 
from the hoodlum element of Chicago, 
has a poor hackgnxuid, runs a night- 
club in Dallas and is what would he 
called a police buff; that the police 
officers in that precinct have been able 
to get food and liquor from him at 
any time they drn^ in; that while I 
Hunk there was no connection between 
him and Oswald. I did not want the 
report to be 100 percent sure on that. 



And if you oiuer yours now. vf 
When you consider the savin 
sale 399.00. Recliners. 5th Floe 



• MY 



. j, »'4'J 
im 







% 



tor the perfect c 



* « t 



Ktoo Third Avenue. New York. 355-5S 






li, . r < v *««,■». < V *■<►.*.- 9 I ••}« » 



' i. :« * -*&*■•*•<*, •■••'"I* v '**1 



K.-.-' '• * *1+ 






* 






THE NEW YORK TIMES. THURSDAY. DECEMBER 8. 1977 




5 Investigating F 



Continued Frpm Page A1 

il was an injustice for the Government 
lo prosecute one relatively low-level bu- 
reau official for practices that had been 
widespread mid approved up through the 
bureau's chain of command. 

J. Stanley Pottinger, who was the As- 
sistant Attorney General in the civil 
rights division when the investigation 
began, said in an interview that he 
“hoped the Government does not try 
John Kearney alone." He said that it 
would he wrong lo prosecute Mr. Kear- 
ney if those “really responsible for the 
policy” were not brought to justice. 

Mr. Bell said of the prosecution team. 
"They are fine young men." But he said 
they had told him they could not contin- 
ue the rase unless he followed their 
recommendations to indict other bureau 
officials. 

The case is now under the direct super- 
vision of Assistant Attorney General Ben- 
jamin R Civiletti of the criminal division 
and Drew S. Day of the civil rights divi- 
sion. until a new prosecution team is 
picked. The five lawyers are staying on 
the case during the transition, the depart- 
ment said. 

Earlier this year the prosecution team 
prepared a report, signed by its chief, 
William Gardner, a veteran lawyer in the 
civil rights division, recommending that 
the Government seek indictments against 
six present or former bureau officials, 
including the former agent indicted, John 
J. Kearney, 55 years old, who was the 
supervisor of a fugitive hunting squad 
that operated in the New York field of- 
fice. He lives in Simsbury. Conn. 

The others on the list were Wallace 
J. La Prade, an assistant director of the 
bureau who now heads the mammoth 
New York field office; two other assistant 
directors, Andrew J. Decker and James 
Ingram, and two former "special agents 
in charge" of intelligence operations 
in the New York area, Arbor Gray and 
John F. Morley. 

Bell Approved One Indictment 

Mr. Bell approved only an indictment 
against Mr. Kearney. He was indicted in 
April on chages that agents under his 
direction had illegally opened mail and 
tapped telephones while seeking radical 
anti-Vietnam war fugitives in the early 
1970's, particularly members of the 
Weather Underground organization. 

Mr. Bell has said on several occasions 
since then that It was his "strategy" to 
take the Kearney case to trial, continue 
the investigation, and if the Kearney 
prosecution were successful, to bring ad- 
ditional indictments. 

But sources familiar with the investiga- 
tion said (hat Mr. Bell had approved the 
Kearney indictment without a full under- 



B.I. Quit Inquiry 



standing of the importance of the case 
and then, surprised by the outcry from 
friends of the bureau, had grown cautious 
about prosecuting any any other agents 
or former agents. 

Moreover, these sources said, even rou- 
tine criminal tases in New York’s South- 
ern District where this case was brought 
take months and often years to process 
through the courts. Mr. Kearney's case 
is regarded as a complex test of the po- 
lice powers of the Government in nation- 
al security matters and could take years. 

Mr. Bell has consistently said that he 
wants to trace the investigation up the 
ladder to find out if J. Edgar Hoover, 
the late director of the bureau, or other 
former top bureau officials, or Depart- 
ment of JusLice officials, had approved 
the burglaries and other alleged impropri- 
eties. Only yesterday, Mr. Bell told The 
Los Angeles Times in an interview that 
the investigation had broadened to in- 
clude the Nixon Administration White 
House. 

He has also said that though he would 
not approve further indictments at this 
time, he would not let the Justice Depart- 
ment forfeit a prosecution simply because 
the statute of limitations had been al- 
lowed to run out on the case. 

Despite Mr. Bell’s contention that there 
is an active investigation, several respon- 
sible departmental sources said that there 
was almost no activity on the case be- 
cause Mr. Bell and the proscutors were 
"frozen" in their dispute. Senior officials, 
speaking for Mr. Bell, categorically dis- 
puted this and said unnamed witnesses 
had been interviewed by Mr. Civiletti and 
other officials in the past several weeks. 

At this juncture mere is no public evi- 
dence that authority for the alleged law- 
less acts of bureau agents came from 
any higher than the bureau’s top echelon. 
Mr. Bell told reporters that the following 
three trails were being pursued on the 
burglaries in addition to the possible in- 
volvement of the Nixon White House: 
<|Whether the bureau took the actions 
on its own. 

<|Whether bureau officials authorized 
the actions without Mr. Hoover approv- 
ing or knowing about them. 

flWHether Mr. Hoover, in the case of 
the radical antiwar movement, made an 
exception to his own rule against what 
were called “bag jobs," and secretly au- 
thorized them. 

William Sullivan, formerly the No. 3 
man In the bureau, said in a recent inter- 
view that he had told a Federal grand 
jury in the case that Mr. Hoover author- 
ized him to use any means to apprehend 
antiwar radical fugitives. Mr. Hoover died 
on May 2, 1972 and Mr. Sullivan was 
killed in a hunting accident last month. 

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST? 
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